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CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION
1.1  Study Purpose and Overview

The purposeof thisstudy isto devel op aHopewe | Hamlet Pedestrian Plan, consisting of recommendations
that will improve safety and accessibility for pedestrians and increase the vitdlity of the Town of East
Fshkill’s principa commercid area. The Draft East Fishkill Comprehensive Plan (February 2000),
prepared by Buckhurst Fish and Jacquemart Inc., identifies Hopewell Hamlet asan areawhere” sidewalks
can encourage safe pedestrian movement and increase the life and vibrancy of commercial aress™.
Working with the Town, the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Trangportation Council (PDCTC) initiated
this study to devel op apedestrian plan. The study will identify pedestrian improvement optionsthat will add
to the existing pedestrian facilities in Hopewell Hamlet and contribute to a “future vison...that foresees
pedestrian oriented, mixed-use developments™.

The Hopewd | Hamlet Pedestrian Plan is a collaborative effort, with key involvement of PDCTC and the
Town of Eagt Fishkill. These parties, in addition to the consultant team, will be referred to as the project
partnersin thisreport and others. In addition, NY SDOT Region 8 played an important role in reviewing
documents, attending meetings, and providing input.

Figure 1-1 shows the study ares, including the road network, active and abandoned rail corridors, and
mgor destinations.

The study conssted of five phases, asfollows:

C Phase 1. Start-up and Coordination with On-going Planning Efforts
C Phase 2: Inventory and Reconnaissance

C Phase 3: Public Outreach

C Phase 4: Develop Alterndtives

C Phase 5: Improvement Plan Development and Refinement

Draft reports were produced for Phases 1, 2, and 4. Phase 3, Public Outreach, hasbeen anintegrd part
of dl other phases in the study, and played an important role in the inventory of existing conditions,
dternatives development, and the development of an improvement plan. Section 1.3 of this chapter

Town of East Fishkill, NY Comprehensive Plan (Draft), February 2000, Buckhurst Fish and
Jacquemart Inc., p. 50.
?lbid, p.50.
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provides an overview of the public outreach component of the study. Thefina phase, |mprovement Plan
Devel opment and Refinement, ispresented in thisfina report, which aso documentsthe previous phases.

1.2  Review of Existing Studies

The consultant reviewed a number of studies recently completed for the Town and the County that may
be relevant to pedestrian issues. Table 1-1 isa comprehensive list of those studies.

Table 1-1
Hopewd | Hamlet Pedestrian Plan
Inventory of Reports Reviewed

Title Date of Publication Author
Transportation Plan Update July 1998 PDCTC
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan March 1996 PDCTC
Major Projects Report February 2000 PDCTC
Traffic Count Reports June 1997, July 1998, | PDCTC
and June 1999
Greenway Connections. Greenway March 2000 Dutchess County Department
Compact Program and Guides for of Planning and Deve opment
Dutchess County Communities, Draft
Town of East Fishkill Recreation May 1999 Buckhurst Fish and
Sudy Jacquemart, Inc.
Town of East Fishkill Comprehensive | February 2000 Buckhurst Fish and
Plan, Draft Jacquemart, Inc.
Town of East Fishkill Traffic March 2000 Buckhurst Fish and
Circulation Plan Jacguemart, Inc.

C PDCTC Transportation Plan Update

Thisisthe required twenty-year transportation plan for the PDCTC metropolitan area. It includes
vauable background information on the region’s demographics and travel patterns, identifies
trangportationissuesand gods, and providesafinancialy constrained planincluding short-termand

Hopewd | Hamlet Pedestrian Plan 2
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long-termrecommendations. Along with va uable popul ation and demographic dataand projections
for East Fishkill, one short-term roadway recommendation was made for the study area:

. Addition of 3to 5 foot paved shoulders - CR 31 (Palen Road between Route 52 and
Route 82); 2.1 miles

This plan refers the reader to the PDCTC Bicycle and Pededtrian Plan for specific
recommendations concerning those modes.

C PDCTC Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
This plan identifiesissues and makes generd and specific recommendations related to bicycle and
pedestrian travel in the region. It dso includes a regiona bicycle network of proposed on-street
facilities and rail-trails. Recommendations relevant to the present study include:

. Hopewd | Hamlet isidentified as a“pedestrian zone’, meaning that PDCTC believesit to
be a good candidate for traffic caming and other pedestrian-friendly measures.

. It isrecommended that the Maybrook Corridor, an abandoned rail corridor running from
Hopewell Hamlet to Maybrook in Orange County, be considered for use asabicycleand
pedestrian trail on an interim basis.

. A number of roadwaysin the study areaareincluded as part of the recommended bicycle
network including Route 82, Route 376, CR 31 (Paen Road), and Lake Waton Road.

C PDCTC Major Projects Report

This document congsts of a list of mgor resdentid and non-resdentiad projects in Dutchess
County. Projects within the sudy areainclude:

. Unity Plaza, 70,980 Sg. Ft. Retail, Route 82 and Unity Road
. Twin Creeks, 242 units Single Family Residential, Route 376 and Route 82

C PDCTC Traffic Count Reports
These reports document Average Annud Dally Traffic (AADT) and peak volumes & various Stes

on State, County and loca roadsin the region. Sitesin and around the study areafor which 1998
dataisavallable are:

Hopewd | Hamlet Pedestrian Plan 3
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. Route 82 from Evie Circle to Fletcher Drive
. Route 82 from Arrowhead Road to CR 31
. Route 82 at Route 376 overlap

. Route 376 from Fishkill Road to Miller Road

C Greenway Connections. Greenway Compact Program and Guides for Dutchess County
Communities, Draft

This report summarizes the Greenway Compact program, encompassing the Greenway
CommunitiesCouncil, whichworkswith communitiesonloca planning projects, and the Greenway
Conservancy for the Hudson River Vdley, which helps to implement specific projects that are
linked by the Hudson River Vdley trall sysem. It makes mention of the following potentia
greenway-related projects relevant to this sudy:

. Mid-County Rail Trail between Poughkeepsie and Hopewell Hamlet
. MTA Metro-North Beacon Line Feasibility Study

C Town of East Fishkill Recreation Study

This study inventories and describes the recregtiond facilities within the town, andyzes additiona
needs, and makes genera recommendations. Recregtiond facilities within the Sudy areathat are
described include:

. Hopewd | Recreation Area
. Red Wing Park

Recommendations include continuing capita improvements of the existing Hopewell Recrestion
Areaand acquiring lands within railroad rights-of-way as they become available for the purpose
of developing greenways.

C Town of East Fishkill Comprehensive Plan, Draft

I naddition to providing much generd information about the Town'’s resources and characterigtics,
the Comprehensive Plan includes a section on transportation. The trangportation section provides
an overview of dreets and highways in the town, including traffic volume and accident data by
location. The accident datais from reports provided to the Dutchess County Traffic Safety Board
by the East Fishkill Police Department, the New York State Police, and the Dutchess County
Sheriff’ s Office. Roadway recommendations center on Hopewell Hamlet, with arecommendation
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1.3

for north-south and east-west bypass roads to reduce congestion in the downtown area. A third
road is recommended as a connector between Route 376 and Palen Road to the south of the
Hamlet Center.

Also included is an inventory of trangit routes and park and ride lots. The Town'sral network is
represented as well, with a discussion of potentid trail use on the Maybrook and MTA Metro-
North Beacon Line corridors. The plan recommends that the town support a trail on the
abandoned Maybrook Line as well as the Beacon Line continuing east of Hopewell Hamlet,
provided that MTA Metro-North does not recommend regular freight or passenger service onit.

A sdewak policy isdescribed that recommends sidewal ksin areas of mixed use such asHopewell
Hamlet. Specific ddewak locations are left for the present study to recommend. The
comprehensive plan supports the PDCTC bicycle network and recommended improvements. It
a0 suggests bicyde parking facilities in Hopewell Hamlet.

Town of East Fishkill Traffic Circulation Plan

Thisplanissimilar in content to the trangportation chapter of the Town’sComprehensive Plan, with
the mgjor difference being that it goesinto agreater leve of detail. One additiona recommendation
for Hopewel Hamlet is a Route 82 service road. Conceptud improvements are illustrated, and
indude three pedestrian crossings in the Route 82 commercia area west of Route 376, and a
service road on both sides of the roadway which would loop behind present development.
Reducing curb cuts on Route 82 is aso mentioned, but not specifically described.

Public Outreach

The study wasintended from the outset to rely upon asubstantia public outreach component to reach both
stakeholders and interested members of the generd public within the Hopewd | Hamlet community. It
accomplished this through the following steps:

¢

Stakeholder Interviews to assg in theinventory of exigting conditions and identify preiminary
ISSues.

PublicMeeting#1, introducing thestudy, reviewing study areaconditions, and presenting potential
pedestrian measures that might be applied to Hopewell Hamlet, with examples from other arees.
Pedestrian issues relevant to Hopewell Hamlet were dso discussed at this meseting, and the
consultant team received a number of comments and suggestions from the public.
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C Public Meeting #2, presenting options that had been developed by the consultant team. Meeting
participants were asked to comment upon the options, either verbaly or on comment cards that
were distributed.

C Public Meeting #3, presenting the Draft Pedestrian Plan for Hopewell Hamlet, with opportunity
for the meeting attendees to comment and ask questions.

Summaries from al stakeholder meetings and public meetings are provided in Appendices A and B. In
addition to public outreach, the consultant team met often with PDCTC and Town of East Fishkill
representativesthroughout the study, and dso met withNY SDOT Region 8 andthe Town of East Fishkill’'s
planning consultant at key junctures during the study.
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